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Report Calls for Increased Focus on Asian Studies to Better Prepare Michigan Students 
The Michigan Commission on Asia in Schools today released its report, examining what Michigan schools currently teach about Asia and recommending steps to stimulate more teaching and learning about Asia and other world regions.  The Commission, established by Governor Engler in March, confirmed that little is taught in Michigan schools about Asia - home to over half the world’s population, politically strategic nations, and the fastest growing economies in the world.  

“U.S. trade with Asian nations exceeds our trade with any other region of the world, including Europe, and continued growth is forecast.  Michigan exported $4 billion to Asia in 2001.  This and other significant economic and social activity with Asia underscore the need for a Michigan workforce prepared to understand and operate in international markets and cultures,” said Tina S. Van Dam, chair of the Commission.  “This report recognizes the imperative of rigorous standards on what our state’s students should know about Asian-related subjects.  Michigan teachers told us that quality tools should be made available to help them infuse more Asian-related instruction into their classrooms.  There is work to be done now in international studies to help address the many competitive challenges facing our state and nation.”
 “I’m hopeful that the vision of the Commission will motivate more international instruction and build on Michigan’s progress in improving the quality of our children’s education,” said Dr. William Anderson, director of the Michigan Department of History, Arts and Libraries.  “As the Commission concluded, our students must learn more about Asia and other world regions to be prepared to work, live and lead in the global multi-cultural marketplace.”
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The report outlines action steps for state and local educational policy makers, educators and community leaders to encourage more teaching and learning about Asia by further work in these areas: 

· Expanding educational quality 

· Enhancing teacher preparation, professional development, and resources 

· Enlisting state leadership and community support 

The Commission’s report also spotlights some exemplary Asia-related programs and provides an extensive list of resources for educators.  The full text of the report is available online at www.mi.gov/hal.

Michigan is the first state to issue such a report in the national effort to promote more education about Asia, which is coordinated by the National Coalition on Asia and International Studies in the Schools.  Governor Engler and former North Carolina Governor Jim Hunt are co-chairs of this organization.  

The Michigan report will be highlighted at the States Institute on International Education in the Schools, a first-time gathering of state and national leaders in policy, business, education, and philanthropy to address strategies to ensure that our nation's students are prepared for the interconnected world of the 21st century.  The Institute, November 20-22 in Washington, D.C., takes place during International Education Week.

Members of the Michigan Commission on Asia in the Schools are Tina S. Van Dam of Midland, Chair; Leann D. Arkema of Grand Rapids; Mike Flanagan of Okemos; James A. Kelly of Grosse Pointe Farms; Linda Y.C. Lim, Ph.D., of Ann Arbor; Ghaus M. Malik, M.D. of Bloomfield Hills; Marisa Chuang-Yuen Ming, Ph.D., of Lake Orion; Izumi Suzuki of Novi; Hoa Nguyen of Okemos; Chandrakant Hiralal Pujara, M.D., of West Bloomfield; Sheri Perelli of Birmingham; Vinh Trinh of Holland; Padma Vattikuti of Bloomfield Hills; Olivia Visperas of Troy, and Furhad Waquad of Bloomfield.

The Commission first met on June 17, 2002.  It is established within the Department of History, Arts and Libraries, whose mission is to enrich the quality of life for Michigan residents by providing access to information, preserving and promoting Michigan’s heritage and fostering cultural creativity.  The department includes the Library of Michigan, the Michigan Historical Center, the Mackinac Island State Park Commission, the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and the Michigan Film Office. 
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